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UNCLAS LONDON 01383 

USEEC 
US OECD 

E.O. LL652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, UK, TECH 

SUBJECT: BRITAIN CHOOSES THERMAL REACTOR 
REF: (A) LONDON 639; (B) 77 LONDON 20692 

1 . HMG TODAY ANNOUNCED THAT TWO BRITISH-DESIGNED 
ADVANCED GAS-COOLED REACTORS (AGRS) WILL BE ORDERED, AS 
ANTICIPATED IN REF B. ENERGY SECRETARY BENN SAID THAT 
DEVELOPMENT AND SAFETY STUDIES FOR THE U.S.-DESIGNED 
PRESSURIZED WATER REACTOR (PWR) COULD COMMENCE, IN ORDER 
TO KEEP OPEN THE OPTION OF A FUTURE PWR ORDER SHOULD 
THAT BE CONSIDERED ADVISABLE. 

2. BENN SAID THAT EMPLOYMENT IN BRITAIN WAS THE MAJOR 
ELEMENT IN THE DECISION. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS IN 
PARLIAMENT. HE NOTED THAT THOSE FACTIONS WHICH HAD 
FAVORED THE AGR WERE ALSO PROPONENTS OF THE COMMERCIAL 
FAST REACTOR. HOWEVER. HE WAS CAREFUL TO STATE THAT ANY 
DECISION ON A BREEDER REACTOR WAS IN THE FUTURE AND 
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WOULD BE THE SUBJECT OF THOROUGH INVESTIGATION. 
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